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life."    Then, turning to the executioners, he said, " Why stand ye idle
looking on?   Why begin ye not your work? "   They therefore cut'off his
right thumb.   Upon which he prayed thus aloud: " O Saviour of Christians,
receive a branch of the tree.   It will putrefy, but will bud again, and, as I
am assured, will be clothed with glory/' The judge, who had been appointed
by the king to oversee the execution, burst into tears at this spectacle, and
all the people that were present did the same, and many cried out to the
martyr, " It is enough that you have lost thus much for the sake of religion.
Suffer not your most tender body thus to be cut piecemeal and destroyed,
You have riches:   bestow part of them on the poor for the good of your
soul;  but die not in this manner."    St James answered, " The vine dies
in winter, yet revives in spring:  and shall not the body when cut down
sprout up again? "   When his first finger was cut off, he cried out, ** My
heart hath rejoiced in the Lord; and my soul hath exulted in his salvation/ *
Receive, O Lord, another branch."    Here the joy of his heart seemed
sensibly to overcome the pain he suffered, and appeared visibly in his
countenance.   At the lopping off of every finger he exulted and thanked
God afresh.    After the loss of the fingers of his right hand, and again
after those of his left, he was conjured by the judges to conform and save
himself.   To whom he meekly answered, " He is not worthy of God who,
after putting his hand to the plough, shall look back."   The great toe of
his right foot was next cut off and followed by the rest;  then the little
toe of the left foot and all the others after it.    At the loss of each part
the martyr repeated the praises of God, exulting as at a subject of fresh
joy.   When his fingers and toes were lopped off, he cheerfully said to the
executioners, " Now the bows are gone, cut down the trunk.    Do not
pity me;  for my heart hath rejoiced in the Lord, and my soul is lifted up
to him who loveth the humble and the little ones."   Then his right foot,
after that his left foot:   next the right, then the left hand were cut off.
The right arm, and the left:   then the right, and after that the left leg
felt the knife.   Whilst he lay weltering in his own blood, his thighs were
torn from the hips.    Lying a naked trunk, and having already lost half
his body, he still continued to pray and praise God with cheerfulness till
a gtiard, by severing his head from his body, completed his martyrdom.
This was executed on the ayth of November, in the year of our Lord 421,
the second of King Vararanes.   The Christians offered a considerable sum
of money for the martyr's relics, but were not allowed to redeem them.
However, they afterwards watched an opportunity and carried them off
by stealth.    They found them in twenty-eight different pieces^ and put
them with the trunk into a chest or urn, together with the congealed blood,
and that which had been received in linen cloths.   But part of the blood
had been sucked up by the sun, and its rays were so strongly dyed there-
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